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June 7,2004 

RPSTPL5905(038) 
Bridge # 05C0067 
EA02-454204 

h Lagomarsin0 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
1 655 Heindon Road 
Arcata, CA 95521 

Dear Ms. Lagomarsino: 

Requwt for Informal Consultation throoeh W o n  7 of the Endaneered S~ecies Act and Essential 
Pfsb Habitat Consoltation for the Hvamuom Road Imrovement and Nine-mile Bridge at Havfork 
Creek Rehabititation Proiect. Trinitv County 

Two separate documents were prepared fir Section 7 consultation for the Hyampom Road rehabilitation 
project The Fed& Highway Adminisiration (FHWA) recently submitted a Biological Assessment to - .  

your office for Formal &tioh 7 Codtation for t h e i r a o n  of the project. The Trinity County 
Deuarhnent of Transoortation's consuHaats m m  the enclosed Biolorical Evaluation (BE) for the 
Cokty's portion of the proposed project. ~e kunty proposes to &ve approximate& 1.5 miles of 
Hyampom Road along Hayfork Creek and to rehabilitate and widen the Niiemile Bridge. 

As a Designated Non-Federal Representative (through the FHWA), the Calihmia Department of 
~nmspo&tion (Calhms) foma& s ~ i o l o ~ i &  ~ v ~ u a t i o n  (BE) for the project and &pests initiation of 
Section 7 Informal Consultation and Essential Fish Habitat consultation for the following f ~ h  species: 

coho salmon (Onro*M Rinrtch). Soutbem OregodNorthem California ESU, federal 
hxtemed, and its designated Critical Habitat. 

In addition, the assessment is submitted to fulfill the requirements for Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) 
assessments under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Chsewation and Management Act (amended by the 
Sustainable Fisheries Act of 1996, Public Law 104-267). 
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Based on technical information gathered by the County's consultant for the project, it is anticipated that 
NMFS will issue a muy effkcr. not likely to adversely off& determination for the above listed species, a not 
I&& to advmely modify determination for its critical habitat, and not likely to adversely affect coho EFH. 

If you have any questions regarding the BE, please contact Candace Miller at 530-225-3034. Thank you. 

~ O H N  PEDERSEN, Chief 

Enclosure 

cc: Karen Hans, NOAAF, w/enclosure 
Jan Smith, Trinity County 4 
Canaace Miller, Calbam 















J.ohn Pedersen 
District Local Assistance Engineer 
Department of Transportation 
District 2 

' P.O. Box 496073 
Redding, California 96049-6073 
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In response refer to: 
1 5 1422SWR03AR8949:KMH 

UNITED STATES L-PARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admkir t~at io~ 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

Southwest Region 

Re: Informal Consultation on Hyampom Road Improvement and Nine-Mile Bridge at 
Hayfork Creek Rehabilitation Project, Trinity County, California 

501 West Ocean Boulevard. Suite 4200 
Long Beach, California 90802-4213 

Dear Mr. Pedersen: 

On June 9,2004, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) received your 
June 7,2004, letter and biological evaluation (BE) requesting informal consultation on the 
Hyampom Road Improvement and Nine-Mile Bridge at Hayfork Creek Rehabilitation Project 
(Project) pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended 
(16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) and its implementing regulations, 50 CFR 5 402. This letter constitutes 
informal consultation on the Project. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is 
providing funding for this actionand has designated the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) as its non-Federal representative for the purpose of ESA consultation. The 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by the Sustainable 
Fisheries Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-267, U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) and its implementing 
regulations [50 CFR 5 600.920(j)], require that before a Federal agency may authorize, h n d  or 
carry out any action that may adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH), it must consult with 
NOAA Fisheries. Pacific salmon EFH is likely to occur in the action area. However, Caltrans 
has determined that the Project will not adversely affect EFH, and therefore, EFH consultation is 
not warranted. 

The Southern OregodNorthern California Coast (SONCC) coho salmon (Oncorhynchus hisutch) 
Evolutionarily Significant Unit (ESU) was listed as threatened under the ESA by NOAA 
Fisheries on May 6,1997 (62 FR 24588). Critical habitat (CH) for SONCC coho salmon was 
designated by NOAA Fisheries on May 5, 1999 (64 FR 24049). California Department of Fish 
and Game and the Shasta Trinity National Forest consider SONCC coho salmon extirpated from 
the Project Area. However, as no barrier exists to preclude their presence, SONCC coho salmon 
are considered potentially present in the Project area and are considered in this consultation. 
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SONCC coho salmon CH is located in the Project area and is also considered in this 
consultation. 

Pro~osed  Action 
The Proiect is located along 1.5 miles of County Road 301. approximately 7 miles west of . - -  
~ayfork ,  in Trinity county, ~alifomia. c a l t r i s  proposes to widen ~ ~ & ~ o m  Road to two 
1 1-foot lanes with two-foot shoulders, realign portions of the roadway to accommodate 
horizontal curves, raise the profile of the existing road for approximately 0.6 miles, construct a 
single-span bridge to replace the culvert at James Creek, replace two culverts on ephemeral 
drainages, and construct a walkway access to Eight Mile Trail. The Project will also widen the 
deck of the Havfork Creek Nine-Mile Bridge to 27.5 feet. adding a new steel girder and " - - 
augmenting the pier walls and spread footings; rehabilitate the existing bridge, including the 
replacement of the barrier rail, refinish the bridge deck and repaint the existing steelwork: and 
stabilize the new and existing embankment slopes through the placement of rick slope 
protection and retaining wall systems. 

Effects of the Proaosed Action 
The Project will occur along a section of County Road 301 which mns adjacent to and crosses 
Hayfork Creek. Sections of the Project area, while outside the low flow channel, are within the 
ordinary high-water andlor 100-year flood plain of Hayfork Creek. All construction activities 
within the 100-year flood plain of Hayfork Creek, including culvert work, will occur between 
June 15 and October 15 (dry season operations). Adult coho salmon presence is not expected in 
Hayfork Creek adjacent to the Project area during dry season operations as they generally do not 
utilize Hayfork Creek until November. Juvenile coho salmon will not likely use Hayfork Creek 
adjacent to the Project area during the dry season operations because there is a lack of suitable 
habitat in the creek, due mostly to elevated water temperatures. 

Due to the extent of Project activities and close proximity to Hayfork Creek, there is a potential 
for sediment and hazardous wastes fiom the Project area or debris fiom the bridge work to enter 
Hayfork Creek during Project activities, or during the first high water flows post-project. 
However, adherence to Best Management Practices designed to minimize erosion (e.g., 
geofabric, silt fences, straw bales, wattles, and temporary sediment basins), a Storm Water 
Pollution Plan developed following section 7-1.01G of C a l m s  Standard Specifications, and 
other Project design standards related to minimizing sediment delivery should keep any sediment 
delivery to a negligible and discountable level. In addition, NOAA Fisheries fully expects that 
no hazardous wastes associated with Project activities will enter Hayfork Creek. Furthermore, 
Project activities to repair and rehabilitate Nine-Mile Bridge will require the bridge be fully 
encapsulated during sandblasting and painting. All disposal of debris will conform to all 
applicable Federal, State, and local hazardous waste laws (e.g., Health and Safety Code, Division 
20, Chapter 6.5; Title 22, California Code of Regulations, Chapter 30; and Title 8, California 
Code of Regulations). 



Conclusion 
: Based on our review of the Project description, an August 27,2004, site visit, and discussions 

with Caltrans, NOAA Fisheries concurs with Caltran's determinations that the Hyampom Road 
Improvement and Nine-Mile Bridge at Hayfork Creek Rehabilitation Project is not likely to 
adversely affect threatened SONCC coho salmon or their designated CH. These determinations 
are based on the best available scientific and commercial information. 

This concludes informal consultation for the Hyampom Road Improvement and Nine-Mile 
Bridge at Hayfork Creek Rehabilitation Project in accordance with 50 CFR 5 404.14@)(1). 
Caltrans must reinitiate consultation if: (1) new information reveals that the Project may affect 
listed or proposed species and their critical habitats in a manner or to an extent not previously 
considered; (2) the Project authorized is subsequently modified in a manner that causes an effect 
to the listed species or critical habitat not previously considered; or (3) a new species is listed, or 
critical habitat is designated that is not considered in this consultation and may be affected by the 
proposed Project. 

If you have any questions about this consultation, please contact Ms. Karen Hans at 
707- 825-5180. 

Sincerely, n 

kociney R. McInnis 
Regional Administrator 

cc: Stephanie L Popiel FHWA 
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In rcsponse rcfcr to: 
I5  1422SWR2002AR64GS:LW 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceenic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

Mr. Patrick D. Flynn, P.E. 
Project Manager 
Federal Highway Administration 
Central Federal Lands Highway Division 
Attn: Environment (CA FH I 14) 
12300 West Dakota Avenue, Suite 280 
Lakewood, Colorado 80228 

Dear Mr. Flynn: 

On August 29, 2005, NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) received your August 
22, 2005, letter requesting informal consultation on the proposed reconstruction of California 
Forest Highway 1 14 (CA FH 1 14), also known as Hyamporn Road (Project), near Hyampom, 
California, pursuant to section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and its 
implementing regulations (50 CFR § 402). .. . . . 

. . . ,  , 

The Project is located from kilometk post (KP) 5.9 to 10.6 [milepo'st (MP) 3.7 to 6:6] -ind KP 
12.8 to 22.0 (MP 8.0 t i  13 -7). The ~ e d k r a l  ~ i g l i w a ~  Administration (FHWA) is proposing to 
develop a consistent twoilane roadway with shoulders, reduce the severity of existing tight- 
radius curves, place new andor additional surface and subsurface drainage systems, replace one 
bridge, and place guardrails in sbategic locations. Construction is expected to follow the 
existing road with deviations to improve substandard curves. 

The Southern Oregoflorthern California Coast (SONCC) coho salmon (OtrcorJtynchus kisurclz) 
Evolutionarily Significant Unit (ESU) was listed as threatened under the ESA by NMFS on May 
6, 1 997 (62 FR 24588). Critical habitat for SONCC coho salmon was designated by NMFS on 
May 5 ,  1999 (64 FR 24049). SONCC coho salmon and their designated critical habitat are in the 
action area and may be affected by the Project. 

Hyampom Road is adjacent to the canyon containing Hayfork Creek. Currently, the known 
presence of coho salmon within Hayfork Creek is 1.5 miles downstream of the western terminus 
of the Project. However, there are no known barriers to fish migration within Hayfork Creek, 
and salmonid habitat exists in the portion of dayf fork-creek adjacent to the Project. The Project 
area also includes five perennial, non fish-bearing tributaries to Hayfork Creek, and many small 
ephemeral stream channels. The tributary stream channels do not contain coho salmon, or their 
habitat, due to the overall steepness of the stream gradient. Activities in and around non fish- 



bearing drainage crossings can indirectly affect downstream coho salmon habitat. The drainages 
along Hyampom Road within the Project area may contribute cool water, gravel, large wood and 
insect drift to downstream coho saImon habitat in Hayfork Creek. 

In the Potential Effects of the Proposed Action section of the consultation package, FHWA 
describes the potential for the short-term release of fine sediment into stream channels due to 
erosion of soils disturbed as a result of construction activities, as well as the potential for 
accidental release of o i t ,  gas, and solvents. FHWA proposes to control the release of sediment 
and petroleum products through the use of conservation measures and Best Management 
Practices (BMPs), such as: 

1) Limiting ground disturbing activities to the dry season (May 1 - October 31). 
2) Providing for temporary erosion and sediment control structures until disturbed ground 

surfaces have been successfully re-vegetated. 
3) Maintaining and fueling equipment at Ieast 25 feet away from waterways and within a 

containment area at all times. 

In addit ion, the bridge replacement and new culvert installations will also occur during t h ~  dry 
season. Perennial stream flow is expected to occur at five bridge or culvert replacement 
locations, and the stream flow will be temporariIy diverted through a plastic pipe. Also, the new 
abutments for the bridge replacement will be located outside of the stream channel 

, p;. 

FHWA does not expect a significant increase in fine sediment to reach Hayfork Creek, based on 
the implementation of the conservation measures and BWs, and based on the location and 
morphology of the stream channels within the Project area. The bridge and culvert replacements 
occur in tributary stream channels with step-pool morphology that allows for sediment storage 
and metering of sediment movement over time. Additionally, FHWA believes that it is 
extremely unlikely that petroleum products wouId enter any stream channel based on the 
implementation of the BMPs. 

NMFS expects the proposed conservation measures and BMPs will be effective in reducing the 
amount of fine sediment that may enter Hayfork Creek to a very srnaII amount. We do not 
expect this minor increase in fine sediment to result in adverse effects to SONCC coho salmon or 
their critical habitat. NMFS also expects that the implementation of conservation measures and 
BMPs will make it extremely unlikely that petroleum products would enter any stream channeI 
within the Project area. Based on our review of the documents provided by FHWA, and based 
on our review of site conditions within the action area, NMFS concurs with FHWA's 
determination that the Project is not likely to adversely affect threatened SONCC coho salmon or 
their critical habitat. 

This concludes informal consultation for the proposed action. Reinitiation of consultation is 
required where discretionary Federal agency involvement or controi over the action has been 



retained (or is authorized by law) and if: (1) new information reveals effects of the action that 
may affect listed species or critical habitat in a manner or to an extent not previousIy considered, 
(2) the action is subsequently modified in a manner that causes an effect to the listed species or 
critical habitat not considered, or (3) a new species is listed or critical habitat designated that may 
be affected by the action. 

- > 3  

Please contact Ms. Leslie Wolff at (707) 825-5 172 or via email at lesIie.woIff@noaa.gov if you 
have any questions regarding this consultation. 

Sincerely, 

J 
&Rodney R. McInnis 

Regional Administrator 




